
Leaks can be seen on non-cardiac examinations with
contrast entering the device or seen distal to it.
Peripheral leak geometry is best assessed with a dedicated
cardiac CTA and can be missed on ungated studies.
Persistent peripheral leaks can be treated with
embolization.
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LAAO DEVICE LEAKS ARE MORE COMMON
THAN YOU THINK.

Left Atrial Appendage
Occluder Device Leak

Left atrial appendage occluder (LAAO) device
complications include leakage through the face of the
device due to lack of endothelization and peripheral
leakage due to incomplete peripheral sealing.
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Left: Normal watchman device. 
Center: Through-device leakage. 
Right: Peripheral leakage.
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