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Why RP? A Q&A with Dr. Shaheen Hussaini,
Pediatric Radiologist

Dr. Shaheen Hussaini discusses how Radiology Partners (RP) offers resources, support,
collaboration and innovation to empower radiologists to make a meaningful impact on
patient care and the future of radiology.

Dr. Shaheen Hussaini is the National Subspecialty Lead (NSL) for Pediatric Radiology at RP. A pediatric
radiologist at Austin Radiological Association (ARA), she and her practice joined RP in 2019. She is a
member of the American College of Radiology, Radiological Society of North America, Society of
Pediatric Radiology and Texas Medical Association. Outside of work, she enjoys traveling and
spending time with her husband and children, and she loves reading, hiking and trying new activities
– often bringing her family along for the adventure.

We talked to Dr. Hussaini about her role as NSL for Pediatric Radiology and how RP offers radiologists
a true seat at the table.

Tell us about why you chose radiology and, ultimately, pediatric radiology.

What interested me in radiology was how collaborative it is. You get to talk to a variety of physicians
and sub-specialists and use those different perspectives to determine the best way to answer their
questions about the patient. It’s also fun to play with toys – and radiology has a lot of toys. In
pediatric radiology, you interact with patients who don’t have a voice; these are small patients often
too young to explain what’s wrong. It helps that they’re cute, even when they’re angry at you
because what you’re doing to them is not fun. Going through pediatric radiology training while
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pregnant and as a new parent helped me relate to the children and families in a much more personal
way. It elicited a desire to help and play small part of their diagnostic and treatment journey, and I felt
I could be more empathetic and understanding. Another thing I love about pediatric radiology is the
variety, because there are all varying subspecialties that are part of pediatric radiology instead of
focusing on just one area, such as neuroradiology or musculoskeletal radiology. Pediatric radiologists
do a little bit of everything.

How did you connect with RP?

Our practice joined RP right before COVID, which turned out to be incredibly fortunate. The pandemic
wreaked havoc on pretty much everybody, but we had support from RP. Being part of a radiology
practice at RP’s scale versus a big local or even regional practice was helpful during the ups and
downs. RP helped us see the bigger picture and supported us both financially and administratively,
which was invaluable. Of course, we couldn’t have predicted COVID but joining when we did was a
really lucky and positive move.

What excites you about RP? What is most fulfilling about working as a radiologist for RP?

What excites me about RP is its national presence. In pediatric radiology – and even across all
radiology subspecialties – a common challenge is radiologists feeling like they don’t have a seat at
the table. Before joining RP, we were already part of a large regional practice with a big presence in
Austin and the surrounding metropolitan area, and it was a big step for us to join RP. But joining RP
gave us something we didn’t have before: a true seat at the table. Whether it’s working with payors
or hospital systems or leveraging organizational capabilities, RP brings support and infrastructure to
bring everything together and move forward strategically and say, for example, “let’s invest in AI or
this way of practice” or “let’s move away from this, because this isn’t working.” In a time when
pediatric radiology – and medicine in general – is short-staffed at every level, having the ability to
invest in the future and innovate is critical. RP makes that possible in a way most groups simply can’t.

You were recently named National Subspecialty Lead for Pediatric Radiology at RP. Tell us more about that
role.

I’ve been on the national subspecialty advisory board for close to five years, and Dr. Rich Heller,
Pediatric Radiologist and SVP of Health Policy at RP, encouraged me to get involved. The advisory
board is a good platform for all subspecialties, but as a pediatric radiologist, it brings a small
subgroup of people from larger groups to address shared challenges and offer subspecialty-focused
resources, education and expertise available to other radiologists at RP. For example, if a radiologist
without pediatric radiology expertise needs guidance or has a question, they can access specific
content or reach out to one of us for support. As the lead, I get to help shape that direction, whether
it’s deciding what content is important, bringing ideas to the group and collaborating with colleagues
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to make the information available to the rest of the practice. That kind of support is hard to find at
smaller practices.

You’ve mentioned the collaborative environment you’ve experienced at RP. Tell us more about that.

The spirit of collaboration is a big part of what makes RP special. Personally, I’ve felt invited to the
table, and the practice regularly encourages others to participate in forums and discussions. There
are multiple platforms where radiologists can get involved. I’ve been encouraged to reach out to
academic partners and participate in groups like the Society of Chiefs of Radiology at Children’s
Hospitals. Several of us from RP are involved and having that presence gives us valuable face time at
the academic level. It shows that pediatric radiologists in private practice are contributing
meaningfully to the field, even if it’s not always through traditional academic research. It’s great to
know how other groups operate, what challenges they face and how we might collaborate to solve
shared problems. That kind of connection and problem-solving across practices is what makes this
work so rewarding.

What does the future of radiology look like to you, and how will RP contribute to that?

Looking ahead, AI is going to be a huge part of radiology’s future. That’s where being part of a
practice like RP matters. Like it or not, AI is here, and I’d rather be leading that change than chasing
it. Being part of RP and being part of AI development gives us a seat at the table and lets us advocate
for what matters most to us as physicians.

Dr. Shaheen Hussaini earned her medical degree from Aga Khan University Medical College in
Karachi, Pakistan; completed her residency at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in Little
Rock, Arkansas; and completed her fellowship in pediatric imaging at Boston Children’s Hospital.

Radiology Partners, through its owned and affiliated practices, is a leading physician-led and
physician-owned radiology practice in the U.S. Learn more about our mission, values and practice
principles at RadPartners.com. For the latest news from RP, follow along on our blog and on
X, LinkedIn, Instagram and  YouTube. Interested in learning about career opportunities? Visit our
careers page.
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